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For this edition, we would like to use this space and opportunity to introduce our newest staff member, 

Renee Kalu, Director of Communications. She and her family recently relocated to Elkridge, MD from 

Charlotte, NC. Renee’s primary role here will be dedicated to supporting the entire First Lutheran team 

communicate, enthuse and engage God’s community at First Lutheran and surrounding neighbor-

hoods, by effectively sharing the stories of God’s activities, at work through our hands. 

For more about Renee’s background and experience, please be sure to read her profile on Page 4; 

stay tuned for even more exciting updates and opportunities to Welcome, Grow and Share in God’s 

Work here.  

Ellicott City, MD 

Psalm 105:1 

Give praise to the L���, proclaim his name; make 

known among the nations what he has done.  
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“What is Your God Narrative?” 
 

That’s the question Peggy Hahn, Executive Director of LEAD (Living Everyday As Disciples) asked in 
her recent blog post. (One of the resources available to us as a LEAD congregation is this blog. Vis-
it https://waytolead.org/blog/ to participate.)  
 

“What is Your God Narrative?” It’s an intriguing question that shapes and forms so many aspects of 
our faith lives. It’s a question I ask us all to consider over the next several months as we continue 
to live into our baptism in this community and neighborhood in which God has gathered us and 
planted us. 
 

To consider that poignant question, we first have to understand what is meant by “God narrative.” 
Simply defined, our God narrative is our understanding of how God intersects with our daily exist-
ence, based on stories we’ve been told and experiences we’ve lived. In other words, our God-
narrative helps us to know: Where is God? and What is God doing? 
 

For so many years, my God narrative centered around God as benevolent (hopefully) dictator. 
From many different sources, I was told stories of a God that lay in wait to catch me doing some-
thing wrong, who, after catching me in the middle of my sin, would, at the last minute, relent from 
sentencing me to eternal damnation and, almost begrudgingly, forgive me of my sins. And while 
there was an element of peace in the ultimate forgiveness I was promised, I lived in fear of this 
God (not biblical fear in terms of respect by literal, white-knuckled fright!). So in my earliest life, 
my God narrative told me that God was at a distance (Where is God?) and just waiting for me to 
fail so miserably that he would once-and-for-all turn his back on me and walk away (What is God 
doing?) 
 

Perhaps you’ve also had similar experiences which have led to a similar God narrative. Perhaps 
your experiences have led to an entirely different God narrative. Truth be told, there are multiple 
God narratives running through the fabric of our community, our neighborhood and the world.  
 

As faithful disciples, one of our faith-forming practices should be to spend time listening to the 
many God-narratives within the community and the neighborhood. Listening to other’s experiences 
with God will surely shape our own experiences!  
 

(Our LEAD team has been spending the past several months listening within God’s community here 
at First and in the neighborhood in which God has planted his congregation. We’ve learned a tre-
mendous amount through this listening process!)  
 

Over the coming days and weeks, as our summer vacation-time begins to wind down, take time to 
talk as a family, or to talk among your friends, and share and listen to the God narratives of those 
around us. I’m sure it will be a blessed time of reflection and a time in which our own God narra-
tives will be shaped. 
 

See you Sunday!  

 

Pastor Mike 

FROM PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA 
prmike@firstlutheranec.org 



FROM PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 
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Lutherans Come to North America 

Most of us know that Lutheranism had its start in Germany with Martin Luther. But when and how 

did it come over to North America? The story be-gins with the arrival of a pastor with a distinctive 

name, at least to our ears. On April 17, 1640, Swedish pastor Reorus Torkillus arrived in Fort Chris-

tian, near present-day Wilmington, Delaware. The Swedish government was developing a small 

se�lement there and needed someone to a�end to the spiritual needs of the 

Swedish immigrants. 

 

If we wish to see a sustained presence of Lutherans, though, we must wait 

about a hundred years. Germans had begun arriving in America in the 

1680s, with most se�ling in Pennsylvania and upstate New York but others 

heading for Louisiana and the southeastern colonies. Many were fleeing 

poor conditions in Germany, and though they brought their beliefs from 

home, there was, at first, no provision for Lutheran pastors. But in 1741 Lu-

therans in Pennsylvania issued a call to a thirty-year-old pastor in Saxony, 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. He arrived in Philadelphia in 1742. Muhlen-

berg turned out to be an excellent choice. Not only was he untiring in his 

pastoral work, but he laid the foundations for what would become the Lu-

theran church in America. He helped more congregations to organize and 

call pastors. He called into existence the first North American organization of Lutherans, the Minis-

terium of Pennsylvania. He helped prepare a standard Lutheran liturgy and create a constitution. 

He even contributed deeply to a hymnal published in 1786. 
 

REFORMATION 500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhlenberg 
Henry Melchior 
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LAUREN GRAY  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

August 3  
  Children’s Ministry meeting at 6:45pm (Parlor) 

August 10  
  Affirmation of Baptism 3rd Year Class | S’mores Night 

      6:30 p.m. (on church grounds)  
August 14-18 

  First Lutheran’s Music Camp (see below for more details)   
August 20 

  FELC Music Camp Performance | 9:30 a.m. (Social Hall) 
August 21 

  Youth Committee meeting at 7pm (Parlor)  
August 27  

  Youth Sunday | 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service  
  Sunday School Teacher Orientation | 9:15 a.m. (Library) 
  Back to School Blessing & Blessing of Backpacks | 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service  
  Acolyte Training | 11:45 a.m. (Sanctuary) - Open to everyone! 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP | JULY 23 - 29  

A great big, “THANK YOU!” to our congregation for their continued prayers and support for our annual 

Youth Mission Trip to New Bern, NC! Sixteen (16) middle and high school youth, and four (4) adults 

will participate in a “Workcamp” by beautifying houses in a neighborhood which include painting, build-

ing, cleaning, and more. In addition to a week of hard labor and community work, they also took part 

in fellowship and worship with other youth from around the nation. Please be sure to join us for wor-

ship on Sunday, August 27, to hear more about this mission trip experience with the congregation for 

Youth Sunday!  
 

MUSIC CAMP AT FIRST LUTHERAN | AUGUST  14 - 18  

This year's children's musical will be "The Big Fish: Jonah's Whale of a Tale."  Set like a film noir 

mystery, the show features blues and jazz music.  No experience is necessary - just interest in musical 

theatre participation.  Friends and neighbors are welcome as well!  Registration forms are available in 

the church Narthex.  Please return forms and payment by Sunday, August 6.  (Please note that the 

musical camp will be cancelled, if there are not enough participants by August 6.)  Please 

contact Laurel Wacyk, Assistant Director of Music, at (laurel.wacyk@gmail.com) with questions.  

 

YOUTH SUNDAY | AUGUST 27  

We hope to see you in worship on August 27, as the youth of our congregation will be leading both 

services. The goal is to bring back to you what we’ve experienced on our recent mission trip to New 

Bern, NC. The youth will be covering all aspects of the service: greeters, ushers, acolytes, readers, as-

sisting ministers, as well as leading the sermon and possibly some other aspects of worship.  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 10 
● First Day of Sunday School & Sunday School Breakfast   

● God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday   

SEPTEMBER 17 
● Affirmation of Baptism Orientation  

SEPTEMBER 24 
● Ministry Fair 

● Crab Feast - Youth Fundraiser (Social Hall) - 12 PM 



From Jenny James 
Director of Preschool 

flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org 
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Are You Ready? 

In my role as director of First Lutheran Pre-

school, I often wonder how people make up 

their minds about if, where, or when to send 

their children to preschool.   My mother was a 

preschool teacher, and she was of the opinion 

that I didn’t need it, so I went straight into kin-

dergarten at the age of five.  I had Sunday 

School and plenty of neighborhood friends for 

socialization, which was mostly why you went 

to preschool at that time.  Whatever I learned 

from those experiences, along with my parents 

teaching me how to write my name, I was 

deemed “ready for kindergarten.”   

So what about kindergarten readiness?  Kin-

dergarten readiness is a theme that holds its 

own sense of panic within both the education 

community and among young families today.  

What was started as a way to describe a sup-

ported transition to kindergarten has turned 

into a frantic, worrisome proposition.  Our pub-

lic schools are offering Pre-K classes, and pri-

vate and church schools are keeping up with 

trends as well.  With full day kindergarten as 

the only public school option, do children need 

to go into marathon training ahead of time to 

do well in school? 

Some of this push I believe comes from the 

misunderstanding that early education is equal 

to rigorous curricula that teaches children how 

to “do kindergarten” before they enter it. This 

philosophy harbors resentment among teach-

ers who know better.  Teachers who know 

young children understand that they are hu-

man beings who need time.  Time to explore, 

practice, and play.  Time to listen, sing, and 

dance.  Time to grow.  Time to learn about 

how to be a friend, deal with strong emotions 

in a healthy way, and speak their mind.   

This is what First Lutheran Preschool looks like.  

We see the image of God in the children and 

parents we serve.  We offer a place of comfort, 

patience, and acceptance.  We challenge while 

at the same time offering support.  Children 

gain confidence in their abilities, and when 

they leave us, they don’t know everything, but 

they know they are loved and capable of any-

thing—even kindergarten.    

If you or someone you know is interested in 
learning more about our program, please con-
tact Jenny James, Director of Preschool, 
(jjames@firstlutheranec.org) or 410-465-5977. 

Meet Renee Kalu 
 Director of Communications 

renee@firstlutheranec.org 

Renee Kalu joined our staff earlier this month as 

the new Director of Communications. She has 

more than 15 years of marketing and communi-

cations experience. Renee has worked with large 

corporations such as CBRE, Honeywell and Auto-

Nation, as well as small companies, directly sup-

porting the marketing, communications and ad-

ministrative needs of corporate leaders and busi-

ness owners.  

Renee is passionate about joining in and sharing 

the amazing things God has done and is doing 

around and through her. She’s been an avid vol-

unteer since the age of 13, lending her talents, 

time and resources primarily to the youth and 

elderly in the church and community. She cur-

rently serves on the Media Relations team with 

Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child 

(OCC). And has had success in pitching several 

OCC stories to the local media in NC, and coordi-

nating and hosting shoebox packing parties.  

In her new role with First Lutheran, she will di-

rect, develop and support the congregation’s 

communication processes in living out its mission 

of Welcoming, Growing and Sharing in God’s 

Grace, by telling the story of God’s work in our 

congregation.  

She is excited to connect her passion with her 

purpose here at First Lutheran. And we’re also 

excited to see what God will do through her. 

Again, “Welcome Renee!” 
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is Sunday, 

September 10, 2017.  First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church will be participating in a two-part service 

project that consists of a food drive and cleaning 

of a local stream.  More details regarding this 

event can be found in upcoming Parish Notices 

and weekly newsletters.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing a God’s Work, 

Our Hands t-shirt, please contact Colleen Fowler 

at 410-750-2453, or purchase a shirt between or 

after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services on 

August 6 and August 13.  

 

The shirts cost $10 each (XXL and larger cost ex-
tra).  The shirts are goldenrod in color and are 
personalized with the church name.  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS | T-SHIRTS 

September 10 

In preparation for their upcoming Missions Trip to New Bern, NC, 
for Workcamp, some of the Youth Ministry got together at First 
Lutheran, Sunday, July 15, to make the tie dye shirts they tradi-
tionally wear on the first day of a mission trip. Be sure to attend 
Youth Sunday, August 27, to hear about their experience and the 
exciting things God accomplished through their hands on this 
trip.     

DR. WAYNE L. WOLD 
Director of Music Ministry 

wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

MORE SHIRTS WITH A PURPOSE 

I hope your summer is going as well as 

mine! After attending two conferences—

one with The American Guild of Or-

ganists and one with the Association of 

Lutheran Church Musicians—I am con-

vinced even more that what we have here 

at FELC is very special. Our enthusiastic 

congregational singing, our talented and 

committed members, our excellent wor-

ship space and liturgical style, our strong 

preaching and presiding and praying, and 

our openness to new things are not to be 

taken for granted. Rock on!   

Elsewhere in this issue are forms for reg-

istering for our Children’s Summer Mu-

sical Camp. Children grades 2-8 are wel-

come to come each day August 14-18 

from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. to prepare a 

musical which will be presented on Sun-

day, August 20, at 9:30 between the ser-

vices. Adult helpers are needed, too. 

Please contact Laurel Wacyk, Assistant 

Director of Music, at lau-

rel@firstlutheranec.org for more infor-

mation, and please register soon.  

Keep in mind the Reformation 500 

Hymn Festival, which will be led by our 

own musicians, on Sunday, October 1, 

at 4 p.m. and our Organ 20th Anniver-

sary Recital on Sunday, November 5, 

at 4 p.m. with Yale University Organist 

Martin Jean.  

Donations are still needed to help cover 

the cost of this concert; please consider 

helping make this concert a reality.  

Keep singing!  - Wayne 
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MINISTRY FAIR - September 24 

Disciples at Work  

With more than 70 

active ministries, First 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church (FELC) has 

disciples who are 

sharing God’s Word 

and making a differ-

ence in hundreds of lives – within our congrega-

tion, neighborhood, across our synod and even 

in special places around the world.  Have you 

wondered how God might be calling you to use 

your gifts, talents and resources in His service?   

Our annual Ministry Fair will be on September 
24th following the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service.  During the fair we will be 
providing members and guests information 
about the various ministries here at FELC. 

This will be a great opportunity for all us to learn 
and discern where and how God can use us in 
achieving our mission of welcoming, growing 
and sharing in His grace.  

                           George Conklin, Stewardship  
Support Ministry 

  

 

 
New Bible Study at Miller’s Grant  

September 7 

The Gospel of Matthew paints a powerful 
portrait of Jesus as Israel’s long-awaited 
Messiah, the one who would bring God’s 
Kingdom to earth and fulfill his promises to 
his people.  

Classes will meet each Thursday from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Miller’s 
Grant Learning Center. 

If you would like to participate in this Bible 
study, please contact Jim McDonald, by 
August 20 at 443-776-3433 or 
(jimmymac4747@aol.com).  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Octo-
ber 29, 2017! That’s the culminating 
day of our Reformation 500 Remem-
brance.  
 
In addition to our regular worship ser-
vices at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., we 
will also hold a special recognition 
event after the 10:30 a.m. to rejoice 
with several of our fellow disciples who 
have completed their Affirmation of 
Baptism formation activities will affirm 
their baptism (also known as confirma-
tion). Be sure to check the weekly 
newsletters and The Messenger for 
more details to come.  You won’t want 
to miss this very special day in the life 
of God’s congregation here at First Lu-
theran in Ellicott City. 

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 

PREEMIE CLOTHES COLLECTION 

Kasie Baker, 3rd year Affirmation of Baptism 
Student, is collecting new and gently used pree-
mie clothing for her AOB Ministry Project which 
is supporting the GBMC NICU.  

 

The greatest needs are 
onesies and sleepers, 
preferably with snaps. The 
donation box is in the 
Narthex now through Sep-
tember 10. For more de-
tails and/or questions con-
tact Kasie Baker (410-
465-2014) or 
(laugh.kasie03@gmail.com). 



SERVING MEALS 
Every other month, WELCA helps prepare two meals for the Rte.1 Day Care Center located in Elkridge, 
MD.  The next date is Monday, August 21 beginning at 11:00 a.m. and usually ends by noon in the 
downstairs kitchen.  Summer is here, along with a break from school. So, if you have more free time, 
please consider joining us this month.  We would love the extra company.  After all you know what 
they say…”Many hands make light work.”  Tasks will include, warming Sloppy Joe BBQ in crock pots 
and slicing watermelon.  If you would like to help - just show up.  No special kitchen tools or skills 
required.  After we finish the preparation, the First Lutheran Men will deliver the food to the center 
and serve lunch and dinner to approximately 75 people. 
 
WELCA NEW PROGRAM YEAR 
Women of First Lutheran, you don't want to miss out on the new program year for WELCA beginning 
in September.  Currently there are three circles that meet monthly through May.  The Dorcas Circle 
meets the third Tuesday at 10 a.m., Martha Circle meets the second Tuesday at 10 a.m., and Re-
becca Circle meets the third Thursday at 1 p.m.  We are currently carefully considering hosting a 
new circle to meet evenings or weekends, for women who may have other commitments during the 
daytime on weekdays.  If you're interested, please let us know. 
 
WORLD RELIEF (LWR) SCHOOL SUPPLIES  
WELCA members are encouraged to be on the lookout for school supply sales and to bring Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) school supplies to the September Circle meetings.  The school supply kits won't be 
assembled until March of next year.   However, now is the best time to find sales. 
 
NURSERY RENOVATIONS 
The project to remodel the nursery room began in June.  A temporary nursery room has been created 
in the Education Building for use during the summer.  It is expected that 
the remodeling project will be completed by early September.  Volunteers 
have removed the toys, furniture, carpet, windows and paneling from the 
nursery; while the toilet and sink fixtures were removed from the adjacent 
restroom.  After prepping the walls, we will need multiple volunteers to as-
sist with painting the walls and door frames.  New flooring will be installed 
by a contractor.  The plumbing fixtures will be installed by a volunteer - a 
father from our Preschool.   
 
During demolition we found “Put up February 1977 B. Hathaway,” written in 
pencil on wooden strip. You never know what you might uncover on this pro-
ject.  If you’re curious, have some free time and would like to be a part of 
this renovations project for a great cause and possible discoveries, please 
contact Diane Schwarzman, WELCA President, 
at (stevedoce@comcast.net). 
 
 
 

 

 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 
DIANE SCHWARZMAN, PRESIDENT 

stevedoce@comcast.net  
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Images: Nursery Room renovations project. 
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   LEADing - Still Listening & Learning 
 

The LEAD listening team recently completed meetings with the following county-wide organizations: 

 Community Action Council of Howard County - a Non-Profit Organization 
 Department of Community Resources & Services - Howard County Government Agency 
 Office on Aging & Independence - Howard County Government Agency 

 
It has been a great experience talking with people who share an interest in serving others.  The initial 
meetings were held primarily to get to know one another.  During these meetings we asked questions 
such as: What types of services are provided? What are the keys challenges in delivering these ser-
vices? What are the greatest needs in the neighborhood surrounding our church? 

The common theme expressed from all the groups was that they need assistance with connecting to 
individuals in need.  It is a major and perplexing problem that the people who need assistance are of-
ten isolated from the very services they need; due to a lack of accessibility (internet & transportation), 
as well awareness, language and comprehension barriers.  So what it boils down to is this... they 
need Communicators and Drivers!   

We also learned of other key areas of need which include caring for infants, distributing food, personal 
recovery from financial hardship, adults with limitations, supporting veterans and their families. And 
we learned about the network of non-profit groups that are open to partnerships in service. Stay tuned 
for more perspectives as we begin talking with school officials in the neighborhood.   

Please keep the LEAD process in your prayers – and keep LEADing and Listening! 

 

Pastor Mike        Pastor Gigie        Joanna Casto        George Conklin        Cathy Rice        Jay Zumbrun 
 

We continue to collect offerings towards Hunger ministries, specifically ELCA World Hun-
ger. Through September, our goal is to collect $8,000 (which equates to roughly $5.00 per 
baptized member of the congregation).  To date we’ve collected $1,743.  You are invited to 
prayerfully consider how God is calling you to give generously to help God’s church fight 
hunger across His world. 

As a reminder, you can make your offering in either of the following methods: 

1. Regular Offering  

2. Special Envelope (located in your envelope packet) 

3. Always Being Made New Envelope (located in the pew racks)  

4. On-line Giving Platform* 

Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated! 

 

*To use this service, you can access the Give option on our website, our app (for mobile de-
vices), or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and 
can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option.  Please be aware that 
Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please 
visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

UPDATE | ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 
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MEMORIAL GIFT FUND  
As of June 31, 2017 

 
The following gifts were given to the: 
        
GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND 
 

In Memory of:   
Karen Grieb Eitze: 

 Elinor Wells      
 Susan Morrison   
 Eleanor and Herbert Grieb   
 Ellen and John Morris   

Henry "Hank" Bien Thielemann: 
 Ed and Barbara Derreth   
 Paul and Valerie Miller    
 George and Gertrude Garbutt   
 Terrence and Linda Kay   

Richard “Dick” Funke, Jr.: 
 Ed and Barbara Derreth   

Doris Hall: 
 Dorothea Hessemann   
 Judith Moulton   
 Ed and Barbara Derreth   
 Charlotte and Elwood Wallich   
 Lenora and Ronald Douglas   
 Sandra French  

Mary Louise Wells: 
 Paul Miller 
 Dorcas Circle 
 

 

PARISH REGISTER 

 

    
 
 
  
      

THANK YOU’S FROM 

DEATHS MARRIAGES 

 COMMUNITY OF ST. DYSMAS - For our faithful support and financial contribution of $3,010 

(1/12017 - 6/30/17) 

 KATIE ROTH, Student - For awarding her this year’s Payne Scholarship that will support her 

continuing education at the University of Maryland.   

 THEIELEMANN FAMILY - For the funeral service, luncheon, support and guidance during the 

passing of their dad, Hank Thielemann.  

 
The following gifts were given to the: 
         
REV. HERBERT PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 Evelyn and Paul Combs 
 
In Memory of:   
Henry "Hank" Bien Thielemann: 

 Elwood and Charlotte Wallwich   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 
 

In Memory of:   
Doris Hall: 

 Pat Hirt 
 
YOUTH FUND 
 

In Memory of:   
Brucke Schmickley: 

 Annette Hackner    
 

 

 
 

June 17, 2017  - Allie Marie Mann 

& Parker Reed James   

July 7, 2017 - Tiffany Lee Anne 

Kegley & Spencer Ryan Nally   

June 22, 2017 - Michael Bowanko, Jr.,   



 
First Lutheran’s After Hours  
Emergency Phone Number 
    (evenings & weekends only) 

 
If you have a medical emergency, 

or death in the family  
and need to speak to the pastor immediately 

call: 
 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at: 

 

410-465-2977 
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Like, Follow, Connect With Us 

 

 

 

h�ps://www. facebook.com/First-Evangelical-
Lutheran-Church  

Stay connected on your mobile devices! 
 
 
Search and download  
“First Lutheran Ellicott 
City” on your mobile de-
vice’s App store. It’s 
FREE!  
 
Be sure to opt-in for push 
notifications, so that you 
don’t miss FELC updates. 
 
Connect, grow and share 
with us in all the amazing 
things God is doing here at 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN 

When Jesus called his first disci-
ples, he simply invited them, 
“Come and see.” 
 
Following Jesus’ example, we in-
vite anyone who would like to be-
come a member of the congrega-

tion to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one 
orientation.  New members are received on the 
fourth Sunday of every month.  
 
You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace 
with us! 

Keep up with the latest news from 
 First Lutheran 

 

To receive church announcements and our weekly  
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App, 
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 
and look for the button 

 
 
 
Then fill in your name & e-mail address. 

 
It’s that easy! 

SIGN UP NOW 

Electronic Giving 

Summer-time is here and vacations have been 
planned and are being enjoyed.  However, did you 
know that even if you have to miss service, you don’t 
have to miss an opportunity to still give? 
 
There are several easy and convenient ways to give. 
 
1. Website - Select the  “GIVE” tab  
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile 

device* 
 
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you 
to make offerings to a variety of designations.  Offer-
ings can be made from a checking account, debit 
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connec-
tion.  
 
Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Condi-

tions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 

https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday ser-
mons can be also be listened to on the FELC App, 
Facebook page and  website.  We welcome you to 
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to 
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”  

ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN 







FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN STAFF, COUNCIL AND MINISTRY MEMBERS 

Senior Pastor Rev. Michael K. Louia 410-465-2977 x1 prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

Pastor Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant 410-465-2977 x2 ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Music Ministry Dr. Wayne L. Wold 410-465-2977 x4 Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Asst. Director of Music Laurel Wacyk 410-465-2977 x4 Laurel@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Children & Youth Lauren Gray 410-465-2977 x3 Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Preschool Jenny James 410-465-5977  flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Communica�ons Renee Kalu 410-465-5977 renee@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist II Phyllis Lo� 410-465-2977 x5 flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist I Vacant 410-465-2977 x7  

    

                                                                        ORGANIZED FOR MISSION                          *CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER 

President Linda Kay* 410-750-9372 llkayec5@verizon.net 

Worship Ministry Jim Andersen* 410-531-6135 James.Andersen@nrc.gov 

 Tom Brzezinski* 410-442-5675 misterbrz@gmail.com 

Worship & Music (Altar Guild) Kim Kearns 410-750-8988 kskearns@verizon.net 

    

LEARNING MINISTRY Bill Harkins (Vice-President)* 410-781-4658 wmharkins@comcast.net 

 Bill Moser* 410-884-4414 bix1o3@verizon.net 

       Women of the ELCA Diane Schwarzman 410-480-9711  stevedoce@comcast.net 

       Men’s Prayer Group Jay Zumbrun 443-745-0737 jayandlinda52@gmail.com 

       Children’s & Youth Ministry Lauren Gray 410-465-2977 Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

    

OUTREACH MINISTRY Lynn Anderson* 443-562-9690 coffeele@comcast.net 

 Debbie Newell* 410-489-5833 DebWNewell@aol.com 

 Sally Seen (Preschool Liaison)* 410-465-9160 gseen@verizon.net 

        Social Ministry Terry Kay 410-750-9372 Terrence.kay@verizon.net 

        Meal Train Kim Bunch 410-465-8186 Kimbunch50@gmail.com 

        Prayer Shawls Ginny Fan 410-750-7237 fanfamily88@gmail.com 

        Baby Blankets Jenne Burnham 410-465-2319  

        Sewing Circle (Quilts) Mary Sullins 410-465-6723  

    

SUPPORT MINISTRY Colleen Fowler* 410-750-2453 colleenkfowler@gamil.com 

 Genny Hardesty* 410-336-2426 HardestyGenny@gmail.com 

    

        Fellowship Colleen Fowler* 410-750-2453 colleenkfowler@gamil.com 

        Personnel Genny Hardesty* 410-336-2426 HardestyGenny@gmail.com 

        Stephen Ministry Pastor Grant 410-465-2977 ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

        Stewardship George Conklin 410-750-7208 conkgeo@gmail.com 

            

    

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY Diane Schwarzman* 410-480-9711 stevedoce@comcast.net 

 Robert Sanders* 410-964-5181 rsanders42@verizon.net 

 Susan Garde (Secretary)* 410-549-1757 susangarde09@comcast.net 

 Michelle Miles (Treasurer)* 410-461-6853 treasurer@firstlutheranec.org 

 Wade Wray (Financial Secretary)*  finsec@firstlutheranec.org 

        Property Rich Funke 410-992-8015 rhfunke@aol.com 

        Finance Nick Myers 410-465-0793 Nicholasmyers@comcast.net 

        Endowment Frank Palulis  fwpalulis@comcast.net 

        Memorial Gi�s Gail Hikel 410-461-6296 onthegogail@msn.com 

STAFF    

First Lutheran Evangelical Church 
3604 Chatham Road | Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Office:  410.465.2977 | Preschool:  410.465.5977 | Fax:  410.465.8700 
Website: firstlutheranec.org | Facebook: facebook.com/First-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church 
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